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Foreword

which local, state, and national governments commit resources to public education. As one might

expect in a nation as diverse as the United States—with respect to economics, geography, and
politics—the level of commitment to education varies on a state-by-state basis. Regardless of these
variations, improvements in public education can be measured by summary statistics. Thus, NEA Research
offers this report to its state and local affiliates as well as to researchers, policymakers, and the public as a
tool to examine public education programs and services.

I he data presented in this combined report—Rankings & Estimates—provide facts about the extent to

Part | of this combined report—Rankings 2015—provides state-level data on an array of topics relevant to
the complex enterprise of public education. Since the 1960s, Rankings has presented facts and figures
useful in determining how states differ from one another—or from national averages—on selected
statistics. In addition to identifying emerging trends in key economic, political, and social areas, the state-
by-state figures on government financing, state demographics, and public schools permit a statistical
assessment of the scope of public education. Of course, no set of tables tells the entire story of a state’s
education offerings. Consideration of factors such as a state’s tax system, provisions for other public
services, and population characteristics also are needed. Therefore, it is unwise to draw conclusions based
solely on individual statistics in this report. Readers are urged to supplement the ranked data with specific
information about state and local service activities related to public education.

Part 1l of this combined report—Estimates 2016—is in its 72nd year of production. This report provides
projections of public school enrollment, employment and compensation of personnel, and finances, as
reported by individual state departments of education. Not surprisingly, interest in the improvement and
renewal of public education continues to capture the attention of the nation. The state-level data featured in
Estimates permit broad assessments of trends in staff salaries, sources of school funding, and levels of
educational expenditures. The data should be used with the understanding that the reported statewide totals
and averages may not reflect the varying conditions that exist among school districts and schools within the
state.

Public education in the United States is a joint enterprise between local, state, and federal governments.
Yet, progress in improving public education stems primarily from the efforts of state education agencies,
local districts, and individual schools. These public organizations deserve credit for recognizing that
spending for education needs to be acknowledged as an investment in our nation’s most valuable
resource—children. Similarly, this publication represents a collective effort that goes well beyond the staff
of the National Education Association. Individual state departments of education and the NEA’s state
affiliates participate in collecting and assembling the data shown here. As a result, the NEA appreciates and
acknowledges the cooperation it receives from all those whose efforts make this publication possible.

NEA Research
May 2016
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Executive Summary

EA Research collects, maintains, and analyzes data on issues and trends affecting the nation’s
public education systems and their employees. This report, Rankings of the States 2015 and
Estimates of School Statistics 2016, contains data based on information from state departments of

education and other, largely governmental, sources.

Complete citations for sources in this report are

provided in the References section. Significant highlights of these two reports are as follows:

Part I. Rankings of the States 2015 Highlights

Population: State population data provide
indicators of the relative demand for public
education services and other public programs.
From 2012 to 2013, the total U.S. resident
population increased by seven-tenths percent
(0.7%). States that experienced the greatest
percentage gains in population were North
Dakota (3.1%), District of Columbia (2.1%),
Utah (1.6%), and Colorado (1.5%). West Virginia
(-0.1%) experienced population declines (Table
A-3). (All further references A-H refer to tables
in the Rankings section.)

The total U.S. resident population increased by
8.9 percent during the decade from 2003 to 2013.
Nevada and Utah experienced the greatest
percentage gains in population over that 10-year
period (A-4).

The most densely populated state in 2013 was
New Jersey, with 1,200 persons per square mile
of land area. The District of Columbia had a
population density of 10,528 persons per square
mile. The average population density for the
United States and D.C. in 2013 was 89 persons
per square mile. The least densely populated
states in 2013: Alaska (1), Wyoming (6), and
Montana (7) (A-11).

Enrollment: In fall 2014, U.S. public school
enrollment was 49,682,888, up 0.2 percent over
fall 2013. The largest percentage increases from
fall 2013 to fall 2014 were in North Dakota

(1.9%), Washington (1.6%), Utah (1.6%), and
Nebraska (1.6%). Twenty-one states experienced
declines in student enrollment in fall 2014. The
greatest declines were in Vermont (-4.4%),
Hawaii (-3.8%), Rhode Island (-2.7%), New
Hampshire  (-1.4%), Connecticut (-1.3%),
Michigan (-1.1%), and New York (-1.0%) (B-2,
B-3).

Classroom Teachers: Changes in the number of
staff employed in education institutions as well as
their levels of compensation reflect trends in
enrollment; changes in the economy; and specific
state, local, and national program priorities.

There were 3,141,487 teachers in 2014-15 (C-5).
The average number of students per teacher was
roughly the same at 15.8 for 2013-14 and 2014
15. This ratio of students to teachers must not be
confused with “Average Class Size,” which is the
number of students assigned to a classroom for
instructional purposes. Class size and student-
teacher ratio are very different concepts and
cannot be used interchangeably.

The highest number of students enrolled per
teacher in public elementary and secondary
schools in fall 2014: Utah (22.8), California
(22.5), Oregon (20.7), Idaho (19.7), and
Washington (19.1). States with the lowest
student-teacher ratios were Vermont (9.7), New
Hampshire (11.7), New Jersey (11.9), Missouri
(12.1), and West Virginia (12.1).
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Thirty-two states and the District of Columbia
had average student—teacher ratios below the U.S.
average (15.8) (C-6).

Males comprised 23.7 percent of U.S. public
school teachers in 2015. Many of them taught in
Kansas (33.0%), Oregon (30.6%), or Vermont
(30.2%). States with the lowest percentage of
male faculty: Virginia (17.3%), Mississippi
(18.3%), Louisiana (18.4%), South Carolina
(18.9%), and Georgia (20.0%). The median was
24.2 percent (C-8).

Classroom Teacher Salaries: The U.S. average
public school teacher salary for 2014-15 was
$57,420. State average public school teacher
salaries ranged from those in New York
($77,628), District of Columbia ($75,490), and
Massachusetts ($75,398) at the high end to South
Dakota ($40,934), Mississippi ($42,564), and
Idaho ($45,218) at the low end (C-11).

Over the decade from 2004-05 to 2014-15, in
constant dollars, average salaries for public
school teachers decreased 1.6 percent. Wyoming
(15.5%), New York (13.6%), Massachusetts
(12.3%), North Dakota (11.0%), and lowa
(10.7%) had the largest real increases in salaries
during that 10-year period.

Twenty-five states saw real declines in average
teacher salaries over those years, adjusted for
inflation. Those with average salaries declining
6.5 percent or more:  Illinois (-13.5%), Indiana
(-11.0%), Mississippi (-10.5%), North Carolina (-
10.2%), Idaho (-9.9%), Arkansas (-9.6%),
Colorado (-7.7%), Arizona (-7.6%), Tennessee (-
7.1%), and Georgia (-6.5%) (C-14).

The U.S. average one-year change in public
school teacher salaries from 2013-14 to 2014-15
was 1.4%. The largest one-year decrease was in
Louisiana (-2.4%) and the largest one-year
increase was in North Carolina (6.3%) (C-15).

Expenditures per Student: The U.S. average per
student expenditure for public elementary and
secondary schools in 2014-15 fall enroliment
was $11,709. States with the highest per student
expenditures: Vermont ($23,149), New York

($21,366), New Jersey ($20,925), Alaska
($20,117), and Rhode Island ($19,676).

Arizona ($7,461), Utah ($7,711), Indiana
($8,034), Oklahoma ($8,043), and North Dakota
($8,518) had the lowest per student expenditures
(H-11).

General Financial Resources: Total personal
income data indicate the overall economic
activity within a specific geographic area. It is the
aggregate income from all sources received by
persons residing in a state, and it has a significant
effect on the total revenue or financial resources
available to government jurisdictions through
taxation. Personal income largely drives state tax
systems; sales and income tax collections respond
rapidly to its changes.

Between 2012 and 2013, U.S. total personal
income changed 2.0 percent to yield $286,514
per student enrolled (D-2, D-7), whereas revenue
per K-12 student increased by 0.9 percent that
year. For 2014-15, revenue per K-12 student
increased 1.9 percent from $12,341 to $12,578
(F-1, F-2).

Government Revenues: State and local
government revenue shares show little annual
variation; given this well-established reality, it is
easy to see why economic growth is the key to
substantive improvement in education finance.
State and local tax revenues per $1,000 of
personal income for 2012-13 were $103 versus
$100 the prior year. This number has been fairly
level over the past decade (E-4).

School Revenues: Most school funding continues
to come from state and local sources, although
the federal share increased somewhat in recent
years. Between 2013-14 and 2014-15, the local
share increased from 44 to 44.4 percent

(F-7, F-8) and the state share decreased from 46.6
to 46.4 (F-9, F-10). The federal share decreased
to 9.2 percent (F-11, F-12).

Throughout the past 10 years, state and local
governments had each provided between 43 and
48 percent of the total revenues.



Government Expenditures: Expenditures for
elementary and secondary schools and for higher
education can serve as indicators of state and
local government “effort” to fund these services.
Between 2003 and 2013, expenditures for
elementary and secondary (K-12) education

Executive Summary Xi

decreased 3.7 percent, whereas higher education
spending increased 10.1 percent, in real dollars.
The ratio of elementary and secondary
expenditures to higher education expenditures
was 2.2 to 1 in both 2013 and 2012 .

Part Il. Estimates of School Statistics 2016 Highlights

Enrollment: Public school enrollment was
expected to increase by 114,000 students from
2014-15 to 2015-16, from 49,682,888 to
49,796,393. Changes in the elementary grades
were estimated to be 140,237, and secondary
classes were expected to enroll 26,732 fewer
students. Of course, changes in enrollment vary
across the country, with considerable differences
predicted from state to state and district to
district.

Classroom Teachers: State education
departments expected the number of public
school classroom teachers to remain level from
2014-15 to 2015-16. There were an estimated
3,141,487 teachers for 2014-15 compared to
3,147,270 in 2015-16. Implications for local
school district finances vary.

Classroom Teacher Salaries: The NEA
estimated that the average classroom teacher
salary for 2015-16 would increase by 1.1 percent
over 2014-15, from $57,420 to $58,064. The
national average salary, although useful as a
benchmark statistic, hides vast differences among
states, with statewide averages likewise clouding
significant local variations.

Expenditures per Student: Expenditures per
student in fall enrollment were expected to
increase by 2.0 percent to $11,943 in 2015-16,
up from $11,709 in 2014-15. This compares with
a 2.2 percent increase in total current
expenditures.

General Resources: State governments still
provide the largest share of public school
financial support—estimated at 46.6 percent for
2015-16—up 0.2 percent from the revised figure
of 46.4 percent in 2014-15. Once again,
differences among states are considerable,
reflecting differences in state and local revenue
systems, demographic  characteristics, and
program priorities, to name but a few factors.

For 2015-16, the federal government’s
contribution to public elementary and secondary
school revenues remained level at 9.1%,
compared to 2014-15.  The federal, state, and
local revenue contributions for public education
for 2015-16 are estimated at $57.9 billions,
$296.5 billions, and $281.9 billions, respectively,
totaling $636.4 billions.

See Estimates pages 66 and 67 for additional
summary information.






Glossary

Average Daily Attendance (ADA): The aggregate
attendance of a school during a reporting period
divided by the number of days school is in session
during this period. Only days on which the pupils
are under the guidance and direction of teachers
should be considered as days in session. The
average daily attendance for groups of schools
having varying lengths of terms is the sum of the
average daily attendances obtained for the
individual schools.

Average Daily Membership (ADM): The
aggregate membership of a school during a
reporting period divided by the number of days
school is in session during this period. Only days
on which pupils are under the guidance and
direction of teachers should be considered as days
in session. The average daily membership for
groups of schools having varying lengths of terms
is the sum of the average daily memberships
obtained for the individual schools.

Average Salary: The arithmetic mean of the
salaries of the group described. This figure is the
average gross salary before deductions for Social
Security, retirement, health insurance, and so on.

Basic Administrative Unit: See School District.

Capital Outlay: An expenditure that results in the
acquisition of fixed assets or additions to fixed
assets, which are presumed to have benefits for
more than one year. It is an expenditure for land or
existing buildings, improvements of grounds,
construction of buildings, additions to buildings,
remodeling of buildings, or initial, additional, and
replacement equipment.

Xiii

Classroom Teacher: A staff member assigned the
professional activities of instructing pupils in self-
contained classes or courses, or in classroom
situations. The number of classroom teachers is
usually expressed in full-time equivalents.

Coefficient of Variation (CV): The standard
deviation expressed as a percentage of the mean.
Used to compare standard deviations of varying
groups of data.

Current Expenditures: The expenditures for
operating local public schools, excluding capital

outlay and interest on school debt. These
expenditures include such items as salaries for
school  personnel, fixed charges, student

transportation, school books and materials, and
energy costs.

Current Expenditures for
Secondary Day Schools:
following:

Elementary and
Included are the

a. Expenditures for administration by the state
board of education and the state department
of education excluding expenditures for
vocational rehabilitation and salaries for

personnel who provide supplementary
services, such as state library, state
museum, teacher retirement, teacher

placement, and so on.

b. Expenditures for administration by county
or other intermediate administrative units.

c. Total current expenditures by local school
districts, such as expenditures for
administration, instruction, attendance,
health, transportation, net food service,
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maintenance and operation, and other net
expenditures to cover deficits for
extracurricular activities for pupils. (Net
food service also includes the value of
commodities donated by the U.S.
Department of Agriculture, such as those
provided through the school lunch and milk
programs.)

d. Direct state expenditures for current
operations, such as state (employer)
contributions to  retirement  systems,
pension funds, or Social Security on behalf
of public school employees; state
expenditures for textbooks distributed to
local school districts; and all other
expenditures made by the state on behalf of
free public elementary and secondary
schools. Includes current expenditures
made for vocational/technical elementary
and secondary education.

Current Expenditures for Other Programs:
Current expenses for summer schools, adult
education, post-high-school vocational education,
personnel retraining, and community Services;
services to private school pupils, community
centers, recreational activities, and public libraries,
and so on, when operated by local school districts
and not part of regular public elementary and
secondary day-school programs.

Debt: The major portion of all state and local
government debt constitutes long-term
indebtedness. A substantial portion of such long-
term debt is nonguaranteed debt (i.e., obligations
payable solely from pledged earnings of specific
activities or facilities, from special assessments, or
from specific nonproperty taxes).

Education: The provision or support of schools
and other education facilities and services.

Effort: A measure that relates the capacity to
support public schools (defined as the personal
income of the residents of the state) to the revenues
obtained, or expenditures made, on behalf of public
schools. The latest available personal income data
determine the school year for which school

revenues and expenditures are chosen for
comparison. Personal income for the year shown
would be available to pay school taxes or defray
school expenditures in that school year.

Elementary School: A school classified as
elementary by state and local practice and
composed of any span of grades not above grade 8.
A preschool or kindergarten school is included
under this heading only if it is an integral part of an
elementary school or a regularly established school
system.

Enrollment: A cumulative count of the number of
pupils registered during the entire school year. New
entrants are added, but those leaving are not
subtracted.

Expenditures: All amounts of money paid out by a
government—net of recoveries and other correcting
transactions—other than for retirement of debt,
investment in securities, extension of credit, or as
agency transactions. Expenditures include only
external transactions of a government and exclude
noncash transactions, such as the provision of
perquisites or other payments in kind. Aggregates
for groups of governments exclude
intergovernmental  transactions among  the
governments involved.

Fall Enrollment: The count of the pupils
registered in the fall of the school year, usually in
October.

Fire Protection: Comprises fire-fighting and fire-
protection activities of local governments.

Full-Time Equivalent Employment: A computed
statistic representing the number of full-time
employees that could have been employed if the
reported number of hours worked by part-time
employees had been worked by full-time
employees. This statistic is calculated separately
for each function of a government by dividing the
“part-time hours paid” by the standard number of
hours for full-time employees in the particular
government and then adding the resulting quotient
to the number of full-time employees.



Functions: ~ Public  purposes  served by
governmental activities (education, highways,
public welfare, etc.). Expenditures for each
function include amounts for all types of

expenditures serving the purpose concerned.

General Expenditures: All expenditures of a
government other than utility expenditures, liquor
store  expenditures, and insurance  trust
expenditures.

General Revenue: All revenue of a government
except the kinds of revenue classified as utility
revenue, liquor store revenue, and insurance trust
revenue. All tax collections, even if designated for
insurance trust or local utility purposes, are
classified under general revenue.

General Sales Taxes: Sales or gross receipts taxes
that are applicable, with only specified exceptions,
to all types of goods and services or all gross
income, whether at a single rate or at classified
rates.

Health: Health services, other than hospital care,
including health research, clinics, nursing,
immunization, and other categorical,
environmental, and general public health activities.
School health services provided by health agencies
(rather than school agency) are included.

High School Graduate: A person who receives
formal recognition from school authorities for
having completed the prescribed high school course
of study; excludes equivalency certificates.

Hospitals: Establishment and operation of hospital
facilities, provision of hospital care, and support of
other public or private hospitals.

Household: A wunit that includes all persons
occupying a house, apartment, or room regarded as
a dwelling unit, excluding group quarters such as
dormitories.

Individual Income Tax: Taxes on individuals
measured by net income and taxes imposed on
special types of income (e.g., interest, dividends,
and income from intangibles).

Glossary XV

Instructional Staff: Full-time equivalent number
of positions, not the number of different individuals
occupying the positions during the school year. In
local schools, instructional staff includes all public
elementary and secondary (junior and senior high)
day school positions that are in the nature of
teaching or in the improvement of the teaching—

learning  situation. Includes consultants or
supervisors of instruction, principals, teachers,
guidance personnel, librarians, psychological

personnel, and other instructional staff. Excludes
administrative staff, attendance personnel, health
services personnel, clerical personnel, and junior
college staff. In institutions of higher education,
includes those engaged in teaching and related
academic research in junior colleges, colleges, and
universities, including those in hospitals,
agricultural experiment stations, and farms.

Interest on Debt: Annual expenditures to pay
interest only on long-term debt.

K-12: Kindergarten through 12th grade. Used for
convenience of abbreviation in the Rankings tables;
comprises “Elementary School” and “Secondary
School” as defined in this glossary. Thus, as is the
case for “Elementary School,” K-12 here may
include preschool and/or kindergarten but only if it
is an integral part of an elementary school or a
regularly established school system.

Live Births: Number of births in the United States.
Mean: The arithmetic average of the data.

Median: The middle number in a group when data
are arranged in numeric sequence.

Membership: A count of the number of pupils
“belonging” to a school, whether present or absent,
on a day when school is in session.

Noninstructional Staff: In local schools includes
administrative and clerical personnel, plant
operation and maintenance employees, bus drivers,
and lunchroom, health, and recreational personnel
engaged by school systems. In institutions of higher
education includes cafeteria, clerical, and custodial
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workers in colleges and universities, hospitals,
agricultural experiment stations, and farms.

Nonoperating School District: A school district
that does not provide direct instruction for pupils
but contracts with or pays tuition to other districts.

Nonrevenue Receipts: The amount received by
local education agencies from the sale of bonds and
real property and equipment, loans, and proceeds
from insurance adjustments.

Operating School District: A school district that
directly provides instruction for pupils by hiring its
own staff.

Personal Income: State personal income is the
current income received by residents of the state
from all sources, including transfers from
government and business but excluding transfers
among persons. It is a before-tax measure. The total
includes both monetary and nonmonetary income
of individuals and income received in kind. It also
includes the investment income of nonprofit
institutions serving individuals as well as the
investment income of private trust funds and
private noninsured welfare funds.

Police Protection: Preservation of law and order
and traffic safety. Includes highway police patrols,
crime prevention activities, police communications,
detention and custody of persons awaiting trial,
traffic safety, vehicular inspection, and so on.

Property Taxes: Taxes conditioned on ownership
of property and measured by its value. Includes
both general property taxes (i.e., relating to
property as a whole, real and personal, tangible or
intangible, whether taxed at a single rate or at
classified rates) and special property taxes (i.e., on
selected types of property, such as motor vehicles
or certain or all tangibles, subject to rates that are
not directly related to rates applying to general
property taxation).

Public Welfare: Support of and assistance to
eligible persons contingent upon their need.
Excludes pensions to former employees and other
benefits not contingent on need. Expenditures

under this heading include cash assistance
payments directly to needy persons under
categorical and other welfare programs; vendor
payments made directly to private purveyors for
medical care, burials, and other services provided
under welfare programs; welfare institutions; and
any intergovernmental or other direct expenditures
for welfare purposes. Any services provided
directly by the government through its hospital and
health agencies are classed under those headings.

Range: The difference between the highest and
lowest values in a group of data.

Resident Population: In addition to those who are
residents of an area, includes armed forces
personnel who are stationed in the area.

Revenue: Revenue receipts for public school
purposes derive from three main sources:

Local. Local, intermediate, and other
sources include all funds for direct expenditures by
local and intermediate districts for school services,
for the operation of intermediate departments of
education, for employer contributions to retirement
systems and/or Social Security on behalf of public
school employees, for the purchase of materials for
distribution of local school districts, and so on.
Includes net receipts from revolving funds or
clearing accounts only when such funds are
available for general expenditure by the local board
of education. Includes gifts and tuition and fees
received from patrons.

State. Revenue receipts from state sources
include all funds for the operation of the state
department of education, for state (employer)
contributions to retirement systems and/or Social
Security on behalf of school employees, for grants
in aid to intermediate and local school districts for
school purposes (including funds available from
state bond issues for such grants and the costs of
textbooks, buses, supplies, etc., purchased by the
state for distribution to local school districts), for
the payment of interest on state bonds issued to
provide grants to local school districts, and all other
state revenue for public school purposes. Money
collected by the state as an agent of a lesser unit
and turned over in like amounts to that unit is not
included.



Federal. Revenue receipts from federal
sources include money distributed from the federal
treasury either directly to local school districts or
through the state and county, including grants for
vocational education, for aid to federally affected
areas, for school lunch and milk programs, for
educating American Indians in local public schools,
and money derived from federal forest reserves and
federal oil royalties.

Revenue from Own Sources: All revenue of a
government (taxes  and other) except
intergovernmental.

School District: An education agency at the local
level that exists primarily to operate public schools
or to contract for public school services. Synonyms
are “local basic administrative unit” and “local
education agency.”

School-Age Population: Population age 5 through
17, inclusive (excluding armed forces abroad).

Secondary School: A school comprising any span
of grades beginning with the next grade following
an elementary or middle school (usually 7, 8, or 9)
and ending with or below grade 12. Both junior
high schools and senior high schools are included.

Standard Deviation, SDEV: A statistical
technigue measuring the extent to which data vary
from their mean. Used to indicate the relative
dispersion of individual items.

Student-Teacher Ratio: The number of students in
the fall enrollment divided by the number of
classroom teachers. This ratio of students to
teachers must not be confused with “average class
size,” which is the number of students assigned to a
classroom for instructional purposes. Class size and
student-teacher ratio are very different concepts
and cannot be used interchangeably. According to
recent studies, the difference between student-
teacher ratio and average class size in K-3 is 9 or
10 students (Sharp 2002). Therefore, an elementary
school with a schoolwide student-teacher ratio of
16:1 in kindergarten through third grade would
typically have an average class size of 25 or 26
students in those same grades.

Glossary  XvVii

Taxes: Compulsory contributions exacted by a
government for public purposes, except employee
and employer assessments for retirement and social
insurance purposes, which are classed as insurance
trust revenue. All tax revenue is classified under
general revenue and comprises amounts received
(including interest and penalties but excluding
refunds) from taxes imposed by the recipient
government. Amounts received by a government
from a tax it imposes are counted as tax revenue of
that government, even though initially collected by
another government; however, any amounts the
collecting government retains are treated as its tax
revenue. Tax amounts subsequently distributed to
other governments are classified as
intergovernmental transactions.

Total Expenditures: Includes all current
expenditures, capital outlay, and interest on the
school debt.

Total Revenue Receipts: Includes all revenue re-
ceipts available for expenditure for current expenses,
capital outlay, and debt service for public schools,
including all appropriations from general funds of
federal, state, county, and local governments;
receipts from taxes levied for school purposes;
income from permanent school funds and endow-
ments; income from leases of school lands; interest
on bank deposits; tuition; gifts; and so on. Amounts
that increase the school indebtedness or that
represent exchange of school property for money are
excluded.
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Technical Notes

contains rank-ordered statistics for the 50

states and the District of Columbia. All state
data are ranked beginning with the largest figure.
When the values of two or more states are the
same, they are assigned the same rank, with the
appropriate number resumed with the next state in
rank. In this case, they appear in rank order before
rounding. Note, also, that some totals in certain
tables may not sum exactly because of rounding.
Dollar values are expressed in “current dollars”
unless otherwise noted. The notation “(Revised)”
indicates tables that have been updated from the
previous edition of Rankings of the States.

I his publication, Rankings of the States 2015,

The education data in Rankings are the most recent
actual or estimated data available from state
departments of education. Complete citations for
data sources are presented in the References section
(page 101). Where no data are available from a
state education department, NEA Research has
provided an estimate, identified by an asterisk in
Series B, C, F, and H tables. The State Notes (page
97) contain additional information provided by
state education departments to help explain data
reported for their states.

The availability of data from federal government
and other sources dictates the presence or absence
of certain tables in this report. Because average
daily membership (ADM) is no longer widely used
as a state and national statistic, it has been replaced
by fall enrollment (ENR) in the computation of
expenditure per student featured in Series H.
Moreover, the per student count in ENR, rather
than in average daily attendance (ADA), has
become the recommended indicator for measuring
public school expenditures and revenues as well as
personal income per student in this report.

However, for the reader’s convenience, tables with
variables in ADA have been maintained, and new
tables have been added for the ENR count in Series
D, F, and H.

Note, also, that in Series C, F, and H, the term “K—
12 Schools” has replaced the term “Elementary and
Secondary Schools.” No change in the meaning is
implied (see the glossary entries for these terms).
The abbreviation is used because of limited space
in the title fields in the database from which the
Rankings tables are generated for this volume.

Figures A through H illustrate historical trends in
selected Rankings data, and a detachable worksheet
is provided at the back of this book to help state
affiliates and general users develop a school
funding profile. Comparisons with neighboring
states can be developed for any Rankings table by
using the last page of the detachable section.

The NEA skipped a publication year. Therefore,
no Rankings of the States 2007 and Estimates of
School Statistics 2008 exists.



Series A—Population

the population of states and can serve as
indicators of the relative demand for public
education services or other public programs.

I ables in Series A provide information about

The level and change in total state population are
featured in Tables A-1 through A-4. These tables
help to identify patterns of growth or decline for
each state and the resulting implications for the
staffing and financing of public education
institutions. Population density appears in Table
A-11.

School-age population data in Tables A-5 through
A-7 focus directly on the consumers of public
elementary and secondary education. Combining
these figures with public school enrollment tables
in Series B can indicate demand for and
participation in public school services.

Tables A-8 through A-10 define the adult
population within states. Changes in the size of
adult and elderly age groups affect demand for
public school programs and the degree to which
funding for education faces competition from other
public sector programs. These tables also can
indicate the propensity of citizens within a state to
support public education.

Figure A displays historical trends for two key
groups: school-age and retirement-age populations.
The school-age trend indicates a potential demand
for education; the adult and retirement-age
populations indicate a potential demand for health
care services. As both education and health care are
heavily dependent on public financing, competition
between the two groups for available tax dollars
may increase (Tables A-6, A-9).

Figure A. Annual Percentage of Population in Selected Age Groups, 2003-13

Tables A-1to A-11
A-1. Total Resident Population, 2013

A-2. Total Resident Population, 2012

A-3. Percentage Change in Total Resident Population, 2012-13
A-4. Percentage Change in Total Resident Population, 2003-13

A-5. Population Ages 5-17, 2013

A-6. Population Ages 5-17 as Percentage of Total Population, 2013
A-7. Percentage of Resident Population Under Age 18, 2013

A-8. Percentage of Resident Population Ages 18-64, 2013

A-9. Percentage of Resident Population Ages 65 and Older, 2013

A-10.
A-11.

Percentage Change in Population 65 Years of Age and Older, 2003-13
Population per Square Mile of Land Area, 2013
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Figure A. Annual Percentage of Population in Selected Age Groups, 2003-13
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A-1. TOTAL RESIDENT POPULATION, 2013
(THOUSANDS)

worn

FLORIDA
ILLINQIS 12,882
PENNSYLVANIA

ENTES

10. NORTH CAROLINA
1. NEW JERSEY 8,899
12. VIRGINIA 8,260

16. INDIANA
17. TENNESSEE 6,496
18. MISSOURI 6,044

22. COLORADO
23. ALABAMA 4,834
24. SOUTH CAROLINA

28. OKLAHOMA
29. CONNECTICUT 3,596
30. IOWA 3,090

34. KANSAS
35. NEVADA 2,790
36. NEW MEXICO

40. HAWAII
41. MAINE 1,328
42. NEW HAMPSHIRE

46. SOUTH DAKOTA
47. ALASKA 735
48. NORTH DAKOTA

UNITED STATES 316,129

U.S. Census Bureau (2015a).

A-2, TOTAL RESIDENT POPULATION, 2012
(THOUSANDS)

FLORIDA
ILLINQIS 12,868
PENNSYLVANIA

ESEN

10. NORTH CAROLINA
1. NEW JERSEY 8,868
12. VIRGINIA 8,187

16. INDIANA
17. TENNESSEE 6,455
18. MISSOURI 6,025

22. COLORADO
23. ALABAMA 4,818
24. SOUTH CAROLINA

28. OKLAHOMA
29. CONNECTICUT 3,592
30. IOWA 3,075

34. UTAH
35. NEVADA 2,754
36. NEW MEXICO

40. HAWAII
41. MAINE 1,329
42. NEW HAMPSHIRE

46. SOUTH DAKOTA
47. ALASKA 730
48. NORTH DAKOTA

UNITED STATES 313,874

U.S. Census Bureau (2014).

A-3. PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN TOTAL
RESIDENT POPULATION, 2012-13

COLORADO
TEXAS
NEVADA

o

10. SOUTH CAROLINA
WASHINGTON

12. HAWAII

WYOMING
17. CALIFORNIA
DELAWARE

oo
wvwoo

MINNESOTA
OREGON .
UNITED STATES

oo
o o

NEBRASKA
28. TENNESSEE
29. INDIANA

ocoo
[S. e SRN|

NEW JERSEY
NEW YORK

35. ALABAMA

o
~

oo
w N

WISCONSIN
40. MISSISSIPPI
OHIO

o oo
NN w

NEW HAMPSHIRE
NEW MEXICO
PENNSYLVANIA

ocoo

51 WEST VIRGINIA

)

Computed from Tables A-1 and A-2.
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A-4, PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN TOTAL RESIDENT
POPULATION, 2003-13

ARIZONA
IDAHO 18.2
NORTH CAROLINA

ENTES

10. FLORIDA
1. GEORGIA 144
12. NORTH DAKOTA

A-5. POPULATION AGES 5-17, 2013
(THOUSANDS)

FLORIDA
ILLINQIS 2,224
PENNSYLVANIA

ENSEN

10. MICHIGAN
1. NEW JERSEY 1,489
12. VIRGINIA 1,352

16. ALASKA
17. VIRGINIA 1
18. DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

I-

OREGON
23. SOUTH DAKOTA 10.2
24. OKLAHOMA 10.0

27. MARYLAND
28. NEBRASKA
29. ALABAMA

NN
O~ 0 O

KANSAS 6.3
34. MISSOURI 58
35. IOWA 5.4

MASSACHUSETTS
NEW JERSEY
41. LOUISIANA

www
AN

45. ILLINOIS
46. NEW YORK
47. MAINE

=N
VN w

51. RHODE ISLAND

L
©

U.S. Census Bureau (2015a).

16. TENNESSEE
17. MASSACHUSETTS 1,028
18. MISSOURI

22. COLORADO
23. ALABAMA
24. LOUISIANA

28. UTAH
29. OREGON 628
30. CONNECTICUT

34. ARKANSAS
35. NEVADA 483
36. NEW MEXICO

A-6. POPULATION AGES 5-17 AS PERCENTAGE OF
TOTAL POPULATION, 2013

GEORGIA
ALASKA 18.1
KANSAS

o~

10. INDIANA
NEW MEXICO 17.7
OKLAHOMA 17.7

2
QD
>
=
>
(=]
w
=]
=
=
=
@D
w
—
=
@D
w
N
o
=
(S

LOUISIANA
17. ILLINOIS 17.3
NEVADA

UNITED STATES
NORTH CAROLINA
WYOMING

22.

27. ALABAMA
KENTUCKY 16.8
TENNESSEE

MARYLAND
SOUTH CAROLINA 16.5
WASHINGTON

40. HAWAII
41. NEW HAMPSHIRE 205
42. MAINE

46. DELAWARE
47. ALASKA 133
48. NORTH DAKOTA

UNITED STATES

U.S. Census Bureau (2015a).

39. DELAWARE
40. NORTH DAKOTA 157
PENNSYLVANIA

MASSACHUSETTS
46. RHODE ISLAND 15.2
47. FLORIDA

51 DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Computed from Tables A-1 and A-5.
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A-7. PERCENTAGE OF RESIDENT
POPULATION UNDER AGE 18, 2013

4. ALASKA 25.6
5. KANSAS 25.0
6 GEORGIA

SOUTH DAKOTA
1. ARIZONA 244
12. NEW MEXICO

A-8. PERCENTAGE OF RESIDENT POPULATION
AGES 18-64, 2013

4. COLORADO 642
NEW HAMPSHIRE 64.2
RHODE ISLAND

10. MARYLAND
1. CALIFORNIA 63.6
12. WASHINGTON

A-9. PERCENTAGE OF RESIDENT POPULATION
AGES 65 AND OLDER, 2013

PENNSYLVANIA
VERMONT 16.4
MONTANA

10. OREGON
RHODE ISLAND 15.5
12. ARIZONA 15.4

16. CALIFORNIA
17. NEVADA 237
18. MINNESOTA 23.6

22. IOWA
UNITED STATES 23.3
23. NORTH CAROLINA

ILLINQIS
17. NEW JERSEY
WYOMING

21. MAINE
NEVADA 62.6
23. HAWAII

SOUTH CAROLINA
17. OHIO 15.1
18. MICHIGAN

22. MASSACHUSETTS
WISCONSIN 14.8
24. NEW MEXICO

TENNESSEE
28. OHIO 229
WASHINGTON

NEW JERSEY
SOUTH CAROLINA
VIRGINIA

34.

NI

39. HAWAII

9
40. CONNECTICUT 21.8
OREGON 21.8

27. PENNSYLVANIA
TENNESSEE 624
WISCONSIN

33. ALABAMA
DELAWARE
SOUTH CAROLINA

39. MONTANA
40. MISSISSIPPI 61.4
41. OKLAHOMA

NEW YORK
29. NORTH CAROLINA 143
OKLAHOMA

33. KANSAS
34. INDIANA
MINNESOTA

39. WASHINGTON
40. ILLINOIS 13.5
WYOMING

45. FLORIDA
WEST VRGINIA 20.6
47. NEW HAMPSHIRE 20.5

NEW MEXICO
46. FLORIDA 60.8
47. ARKANSAS

45. CALIFORNIA
46. COLORADO 12.3
47. GEORGIA

51. DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

U.S. Census Bureau (2015b).

U.S. Census Bureau (2015b).

U.S. Census Bureau (2015b).
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A-10. PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN POPULATION 65
YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER, 2003-13

4. GEORGIA 44.6
5. IDAHO 44.0
6 ARIZONA

10. NORTH CAROLINA
1. WASHINGTON 37.8
12. NEW MEXICO 36.3

wI

16. VIRGINIA 2.7
17. MONTANA 31.8
18. TENNESSEE 2

Iw

22. CALIFORNIA
23. MARYLAND 27.2
24. FLORIDA 25.9

27. KENTUCKY
28. ALABAMA 21.8
29. MICHIGAN

33. WISCONSIN
34. MISSISSIPPI 19.3
35. OKLAHOMA

A-11. POPULATION PER SQUARE MILE OF
LAND AREA, 2013

4. MASSACHUSETTS 854
5. CONNECTICUT 742
) MARYLAND

2
QD
>
=
>
(=]
w
=]
=
=
=
@D
w
—
=
@D
w
N
o
=
(S

10. PENNSYLVANIA
1. OHIO 283
12. CALIFORNIA

16. NORTH CAROLINA
17. INDIANA 183
18. MICHIGAN

22. NEW HAMPSHIRE
23. KENTUCKY 11
24. LOUISIANA

28. ALABAMA
UNITED STATES
29. MISSOURI

33. MISSISSIPPI
34. ARIZONA 58
35. ARKANSAS

39. ILLINOIS
OHIO
41. WEST VIRGINIA

oo
[, Ko

45. NEBRASKA
NEW YORK
47. IOWA

—ww
— o

51. RHODE ISLAND

et
[

U.S. Census Bureau (2015a).

40. OREGON 41

IDAHO
46. NEW MEXICO 17
SOUTH DAKOTA

U.S. Census Bureau (2015a).
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Series B—Enrollment and Attendance

participation in public elementary and

secondary schools. The tables include current
statistics on students enrolled and the change in
enrollment over the previous year. These tables
indicate change in relative demand for public
school services and staff.

I ables in Series B feature data on student

Public school enrollment (ENR) and average daily
attendance (ADA) appear in Tables B-2 through
B-5.

Table B-7 shows the percentage change in the
number of high school graduates over a 10-year

period, which is useful in predicting demand for
higher education services in future years. Please see
page 97 for additional information provided by the
state education departments to help explain data
reported for their states in Series B tables.

Annual percentage change in total K-12 public
school enrollment is displayed in Figure B.
Accommodating increases have required and will
continue to require physical and financial resources
just to maintain a level measure of educational
services (Table B-3).

Figure B. Annual Percentage Change in Fall Enrollment, 2005-15

Tables B-1 to B-7

B-1. Number of Operating Public School Districts, 2014—15

B-2. Public School Enrollment, Fall 2014

B-3. Percentage Change in Public School Enrollment, Fall 2013 to Fall 2014

B-4. Average Daily Attendance in Public Schools, 2014-15

B-5. Average Daily Attendance as Percentage of Fall Enrollment, 2014—15

B-6. Number of Public High School Graduates, 2014-15

B-7. Percentage Change in Number of High School Graduates, 2004—05 versus 2014—15
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B-1. NUMBER OF OPERATING PUBLIC SCHOOL
DISTRICTS, 2014-15

TEXAS
CALIFORNIA
OHIO

ILLINOIS
MICHIGAN
NEW YORK
ARIZONA

NEW JERSEY
MISSOURI

10. MINNESOTA
11. OKLAHOMA
12. PENNSYLVANIA
13. WISCONSIN
14. MONTANA

15. MASSACHUSETTS

B O O

16. INDIANA

17. IOWA

18. WASHINGTON

19. KANSAS
VERMONT

21. ARKANSAS
22. NEBRASKA

23. GEORGIA

24. MAINE

25. CONNECTICUT
OREGON

27. COLORADO

28. NORTH DAKOTA
29. KENTUCKY

30. NEW HAMPSHIRE

1. MISSISSIPPI
SOUTH DAKOTA

33. TENNESSEE
UTAH

35. IDAHO

36. ALABAMA
LOUISIANA

38. VIRGINIA

39. NORTH CAROLINA
40. NEW MEXICO

41. SOUTH CAROLINA
42. FLORIDA

43. WEST VIRGINIA
44. ALASKA

45. RHODE ISLAND
46. WYOMING
47. DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
48. DELAWARE
49. MARYLAND
50. NEVADA
51. HAWAII
UNITED STATES

1,219
1,028 *
1,016 *
865 *
841
695 *
627 *
590 *
557
519
516
499 *
424
410 *
405
402
338
299
286 *
286
254
245
201
198 *
196
196
178
177
173
161
151
151
141
141
137 *
136
136
132
115
89
86
67
55 *
54
49 *
48
41 >
37 *
24
17 *
1
15,609 *

*

*

E O

B-2. PUBLIC SCHOOL ENROLLMENT,
FALL 2014

B-3. PERCENTAGE CHANGE IN PUBLIC SCHOOL
ENROLLMENT, FALL 2013 TO FALL 2014

NEA Research, Estimates Database (2015).

1. CALIFORNIA
TEXAS

S FLORIDA

4 NEW YORK

5. ILLINOIS

6. OHIO

7. GEORGIA

8 PENNSYLVANIA

9. MICHIGAN

10. NORTH CAROLINA

11. NEW JERSEY

12. VIRGINIA

13. WASHINGTON

14. ARIZONA

15. INDIANA

16. TENNESSEE
17. MASSACHUSETTS
18. COLORADO

19. MISSOURI
20. MARYLAND
21. WISCONSIN

22. MINNESOTA

23. SOUTH CAROLINA
24. ALABAMA

25. LOUISIANA

26. OKLIAHOMA

27. KENTUCKY

28. UTAH

29. OREGON

30. CONNECTICUT
SiF IOWA

32. NEVADA

33. MISSISSIPPI

34. KANSAS

35. ARKANSAS

36. NEW MEXICO
37. NEBRASKA

38. IDAHO

39. WEST VIRGINIA
40. NEW HAMPSHIRE

41. MAINE
42. HAWAII
43. MONTANA

44. DELAWARE
45. SOUTH DAKOTA
46. RHODE ISLAND
47. ALASKA
48. NORTH DAKOTA
49. WYOMING
50. DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
51. VERMONT
UNITED STATES

6,230,033 *
5,215,342
2,721,459 *
2,538,915 *
2,067,564 *
1,842,822 *
1,744,240
1,711,467 *
1,499,041
1,446,230
1,347,166 *
1,279,546
1,074,057
1,068,192 *
1,028,654
971,803 *
955,844
888,767
886,473
874,514
873,767 *
857,039 *
756,866
733,089
723,805
688,300
685,176
622,153
567,383
538,634 *
506,336
496,480
492,279
490,291
475,778
333,810
312,281
303,148 *
279,899
183,981 *
181,897 *
178,246
144,129
134,074 *
129,772
127,503 *
127,001
101,408 *
93,303
76,829 *
76,102 *

*

EE

49,682,888 *

1. NORTH DAKOTA

2. NEBRASKA
UTAH
WASHINGTON

5. SOUTH CAROLINA
TEXAS

7. IDAHO
NEVADA

9. COLORADO

10. GEORGIA
SOUTH DAKOTA
WYOMING

13. DELAWARE
MONTANA

15. KENTUCKY
MARYLAND
OKLAHOMA

18. MINNESOTA

19. LOUISIANA

20. FLORIDA
IOWA
VIRGINIA

23. KANSAS
NORTH CAROLINA
UNITED STATES

25. ARKANSAS
TENNESSEE

27. DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
MASSACHUSETTS

29. MISSISSIPPI
OREGON

31. CALIFORNIA
MISSOURI
WISCONSIN

34. NEW MEXICO

35. ILLINOIS
NEW JERSEY
WEST VIRGINIA

38. ALABAMA
ALASKA
INDIANA

41. OHIO

42. PENNSYLVANIA

43. ARIZONA
MAINE

45. NEW YORK

46. MICHIGAN

47. CONNECTICUT

48. NEW HAMPSHIRE

49. RHODE ISLAND

50. HAWAII

51 VERMONT

* *

* ok
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NEA Research, Estimates Database (2015).

Computed from NEA Research, Esfimates Database (2015).
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B-4. AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE IN PUBLIC

SCHOOLS, 2014-15

CALIFORNIA
TEXAS

NEW YORK
FLORIDA
ILLINOIS
GEORGIA
PENNSYLVANIA
OHIO

NEW JERSEY
MICHIGAN
NORTH CAROLINA
VIRGINIA
ARIZONA
WASHINGTON
INDIANA
TENNESSEE
MASSACHUSETTS
MISSOURI
COLORADO
WISCONSIN
MARYLAND
MINNESOTA
ALABAMA
SOUTH CAROLINA
LOUISIANA
OKLIAHOMA
KENTUCKY
UTAH

NEVADA
OREGON
CONNECTICUT
MISSISSIPPI
IOWA
ARKANSAS
KANSAS

NEW MEXICO
NEBRASKA
IDAHO

WEST VIRGINIA
NEW HAMPSHIRE
MAINE

HAWAII

SOUTH DAKOTA
ALASKA
DELAWARE
MONTANA
NORTH DAKOTA
RHODE ISLAND
WYOMING

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

VERMONT
UNITED STATES

6,205,125
4,854,882
3,244,390 *
2,681,610
2,049,442 *
1,691,912
1,670,09